SECRETARY’S REPORT 2008 - 2009
Traditionally the Secretary’s report covers League of 8 so I asked Nigel Lancaster in his role as Lof8 coordinator for some feedback and in his true style he has provided a comprehensive report, for which I was tempted to claim credit, but in Nigel’s words:

“Burnham is the most strongly represented club in the B&B league-of-8, with five teams. Austenwood fielded four teams, and Reading began the season with four but had to withdraw one of those.
 

61 members represented the Club during the season that's just drawing to a close, and it's particularly gratifying that 14 of those were playing for Burnham for the first time.
 

18 members have played for more than one team this year. From my viewpoint as the Club's overall l-of-8 coordinator this reflects very well on the adaptability of the individuals concerned, and also demonstrates how well the captains have worked together for the overall benefit of the Club.
 

Our overall objective as far as the l-of-8 is concerned is to try and provide teams at the appropriate levels for all members who want to be involved in this form of bridge. If the teams do well, we're delighted, but such success is not our primary aim - the teams exist for the members, and not the other way round. With that in mind, we'd have quite liked to see the 'E' team move up a division, and for two of our teams to continue to adorn Division 1. Still, there's always next year.
 

Finally, a 'thank you' to the five captains, two of whom were doing the job for the first time. It's not the easiest thing in the world to turn out eight players match after match, so 'well done' to all of them.”  Thank you also to Nigel.

Many of our club members have played in County and National events. Looking at the results throughout the year on the B&B website Burnham club members have enjoyed a lot of success. I won’t name names in case I leave someone out!
We are more and more dependent on our website and I would like to thank David Beever for keeping it up to date. He is always very patient and quick to respond to my requests for help.
There is always some duplication between the Chairman’s report and the Secretary’s report but I am confident that the next item will not feature in the Chairman’s report – namely an acknowledgement of Graham’s hard work throughout the year. From organising the host system (and acting as host himself more often than most) and running the E team and the Academy he has continued working to increase the membership.  Graham, Nigel L. and Addis have also run a series of successful seminars this year which have been enjoyed by regular club members as well as attracting ‘new faces.’ 
Evelyn Crossley

