Burnham Bridge Club

Annual General Meeting - 2007
Chairman’s Report
I am pleased to present my 3rd and final report as your Chairman. Subject to your vote at the AGM, Graham Dickens will be taking over and I’m sure you will join me in giving him your full support.
The big success of the past year has undoubtedly been our resurgence in the League of Eight; we are champions of both Divisions 2 and 3 and runners-up in Division 4. Congratulations to everyone involved, and especially to Robin Gardiner, who has played a major role in reversing the trend towards mayhem of the previous season.
Members have won 4 County events this year – and in the Victor Ludorum, the trophy for the top performer in the County over the year, Burnham is holding 4 of the top 7 places with Chris Burley a gnat’s whisker ahead of a strong chasing pack. We have also done well in some national tournaments and especially wish success to our teams still in the Nicko and Nicko Plate, as well as 4 members representing the county in the national pairs tournament, the Corwen.  

In the past year we have acted on the previous year’s survey results. I can recall no incidents with Bridgemates, apart from an occasional transmission problem. The monitor is popular and we shall be asking at the AGM for your agreement to use the displays in the playing area. We have had some success with our efforts to start at or very soon after 7.30 with the aim to finish play no later than 10.45. Members could  help by being seated by 7.25, both to fix the movement and to collect table money. The speaking clock has proved to be effective and we intend to continue its use. 
We modified last year’s bridge programme to meet members’ wishes: Sim Pairs cut from 3 to 2; Swiss Pairs reduced from 6 to 4; more teams events. We have continued the Forum but are disappointed by the low involvement, especially from more experienced players. We also extended our social calendar to include theatre trips, in addition to our annual match against Ascot and, as ever, a joyous Christmas Party. 

Despite these efforts, as Anders and Nigel’s reports indicate, attendance has again declined. I asked Graham Dickens to recommend  actions to address this worrying trend. His recommendations, which have been published on our website, focus on a) sustaining the changes already implemented, b) attracting new players via our successful League of Eight profile and c) becoming a club more welcoming to newcomers. 
A strong club depends on an energetic committee. Burnham is no exception, and I am hugely grateful to my team from last year for their labours. I would also like to acknowledge the wonderful work of those who prefer to avoid committee meetings:- Peter George who keeps our competition results current, our Webmaster, David Beever, and Nigel Lancaster for all those amazing things he does, including being my partner.
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