Burnham Bridge Club
Minutes of the AGM held at the South Bucks Bridge Centre
Monday 24th April 2006 at 7.00 pm
Present:
Addis Page (Chairman), Peter King (Secretary), Nigel Lancaster, Peter George, Mike Miller, Chrys Poole, Steve Lee and 38 members.
Apologies for absence:
Frances Sargent, Tony Hatch, Margaret Hatch, Nigel Marlow, Alan Boothroyd, Chris Burley, 
The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.05 pm by welcoming and thanking all those present.
Minutes of AGM 2005
The minutes of last year’s AGM were read.  Proposed by Joan Murphy and seconded by Joe Ferrer, the minutes were accepted unanimously. 
Chairman's Report 
The Chairman ran through the main points of his report, a copy of which is attached, and which had been distributed to all members.  There were no questions and the report was accepted.
Secretary's Report 
Again, the report is attached and had been distributed.  There were no questions and the report was accepted

Treasurer's Report 
In his absence, the report had been distributed, and is attached.  There were no questions and the report was accepted
Election of Officers and Committee members.
Peter King was not standing for re-election as Secretary, nor Nigel Lancaster as a Committee member.  In their places Anders Wallen and Graham Dickens stood for election as Secretary and Committee member respectively.  Proposed by John Williams and seconded by Evelyn Crossley, the new committee was re-elected en bloc unanimously.

The committee for the coming year is now:
Chairman
Addis Page

Secretary
Anders Wallen

Treasurer
Nigel Marlow

Members
Frances Sargent (Membership Secretary)

Chrys Poole


Steve Lee


Chris Burley


Graham Dickens

Teams night.

In answer to a question from the floor, the Chairman confirmed that the third Monday of each month would in future be teams evenings.  With regard to the proposed introduction of a Club Team supremo, the intention was confirmed, but the details of the terms of reference had not yet been agreed by the committee.  This task would be high on the agenda for the new committee.
Life membership
It was proposed that a section, namely 5.13, concerning the introduction of life membership, be added to the constitution.  After some discussion, the precise wording of the amendment was agreed.
Section 5.13 of the Constitution will read as follows:

“From time to time, the Club may wish to honour one of its members with life membership, which shall mean that no annual subscription is paid by that member for the remainder of his or her life.

Any nominations for life membership shall be made to the Club secretary for consideration by the Club membership at an AGM.
A maximum of four life members may exist at any one time.”

Proposed by Andrea Teversham and seconded by Andrea Blaine, this addition to the constitution was passed unanimously.

Further, the Chairman recommended that the membership elect Nigel Lancaster as a life member of the Club.  The committee feel that his massive contribution to the Club over the past 15 years or so should be recognised.  He has led almost all, if not all, the innovations that have been introduced during that time.  He hosts the Club website, and amongst other things has lately produced the excellent Club scorecards and the forum on the website.
Proposed by Andrea Teversham and seconded by Andrea Blaine, Nigel Lancaster was unanimously elected a life member of the Club.

Club smoking policy
Although there was no intention of changing the policy on smoking in the Club at this time (smoking in the bar only, with the door closed where possible), the Chairman indicated that, considering proposed changes on the subject in law, discussions would be taking place in committee on the probability that smoking would be banned in the clubhouse.  Naturally, members would be kept informed of any proposed rule changes.
Written travellers

Under Any Other Business, Derek Blaine made the request that, in addition to Bridgemate, the Club should restore the use of written travellers.  The Chairman said that the point would be discussed by the new committee.
Distribution of prizes
The Chairman thanked Peter George for the work he does collating the scores throughout the year, without which, of course, the presentation of prizes would not be possible.
The Chairman presented the following trophies:

Annual Pairs Championship
Joan Murphy and Bob Holding
Bob Adair Trophy (Swiss Pairs)
Len Handley

Gwen Stoneham Teams Trophy
Phil Thornton

Raymond Worrall Improvers Trophy 
Sue and Graham Dickens

Chairman’s Cup (Indiv. Master Pts)
Nigel Lancaster

As the League of 8 season has not yet finished, the winner of the Peter Hall trophy for the best individual Butler score over the season cannot be finalised, though something remarkable would have to happen for Robin Gardner not to be the winner.  However, the trophy will be presented at a Club night in the near future.
The winner of the Courtesy and Kindness Trophy has not yet been made known but will be made known and presented by David Beever on May 8th.
The meeting closed at 7.32 pm.
Peter King

(Ret. Sec.)
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