Burnham Bridge Club 

AGM 26th April 2010 Secretary’s Report.

Once again I have managed to persuade Nigel Lancaster in his role as League of 8 Co-ordinator to produce a review of the year so this is really a joint report.

Nigel’s Report

At the beginning of the season, we always begin by identifying those members interested in playing league-of-8, and deciding on the number of teams accordingly. It was clear going into the 2009-10 season that we’d be putting captains under unreasonable pressure if we continued to run with five teams, so we effectively consolidated the B, C and D teams into two, both of whom would play in Division 2. The A team continued in Division 1, and last year’s E team was promoted into Division 4.
 

50 members featured in one or more teams during the course of the year, including 7 who were representing the Club for the first time. League-of-8 fixtures are arranged for the most part before the season starts, which means that captains are charged with the task of actually finding eight members available on each particular date. With holidays and the inevitable illness intervening, this is always easier said than done, but once again it’s gratifying to be able to report that both individual members and captains bent over backwards to help out.
 

As to performance, our A, B, and C teams have all held on their positions in their respective divisions. The D team was always going to have a tougher task, partly because it was somewhat involuntarily promoted into Division 4, and partly because uniquely it has the role of giving every interested club member the opportunity to play his or her part. Whether it will be demoted for next season will probably depend on how the new P2P regime affects league-of-8.
 

From those of us involved in administering the Club in general and league-of-8 in particular, we’d like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who took part, and particularly to the four captains, two of whom were doing the job for the first time, who managed to pilot their respective teams right through to the end of season with hardly a cut-throat or a slashed wrist in sight!

Thank you Nigel.

In addition to League of 8 a considerable number of Burnham Bridge club members played for teams in the Brown cup and two teams entered the NICKO. We were also well represented at County events throughout the year as well as the various green point events and EBU congresses.

On behalf of all club members I would like to thank Graham for all his hard work during this past year. In addition to his regular duties as Chairman he has continued to run and promote the excellent series of seminars along with Nigel and Addis. This has also been the year of Pay2 Play and inevitably a lot of the work attached to that has fallen on Graham’s shoulders. 
I would also like to thank David Beever for keeping the website up to date. I think most of us use it as the best source of information as to what is happening and it is thanks to David that that is possible.

Sorry I am not able to attend the AGM.

Evelyn Crossley

